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out in that way till at last people would get accustomed
to it"

On Nov. 22, the Chancellor had an interview of three
hours' duration with Odo Russell, England's representative
at German Headquarters in Versailles, the result of which
was that he empowered that gentleman to inform his
Government that the Russian Circular had surprised him.
(Bismarck); that, although he had been of opinion at the
time that the Treaty of 1856 was unjustifiably oppressive to
Russia, he could not excuse Russia's present conduct or
choice of a moment whereat to extort a revision of the
Treaty; that he regretted his inability, on account of the
actual war, to interfere in the matter or even to answer the
Russian Circular; and that he should recommend a
Conference at Constantinople, with the object of averting
the outbreak of another war. During a second conversa-
tion with Russell the Chancellor indicated Petersburg as
still more suitable to the Conference, as the presence there
of Czar Alexander would facilitate an understanding.
When Granville objected to Petersburg, Bismarck proposed
London, to which Gortchakoff consented. After several
postponements the Conference met on Jan. 17, 1871. The
Representative of the North German Confederation forth-
with took occasion to state that his Government had
proposed a Conference for purposes of conciliation, equity
and peace. With those objects still in view he was in
structed to recommend to earnest consideration Russia's
desire for the alteration of those clauses of the Paris Treaty
which affected the neighbourly relations of the two riparian
Powers on the Euxine. After some discussion Granville
declared his readiness to sign a Convention in the sense of
Bussia's wishes, provided that equivalents for the Neutrality
Clauses should be forthcoming. The Representatives of

